Potential bacterial contamination in fluorescein-anesthetic solutions.
To determine the ability of fluorescein-anesthetic combination solutions and their applicators to regain sterility, we contaminated four commercially available fluorescein-anesthetic solutions and their dropper tips with inocula of either Pseudomonas species or Staphylococcus species. No organisms could be cultured from Fluress one minute after inoculation of the solution or five minutes after inoculation of the dropper tip. In contrast, organisms were cultured from the other fluorescein-anesthetic preparations for at least one hour after bacterial inoculation into the solution or onto the dropper tip. These differences in the ability of fluorescein-anesthetic solutions to regain sterility after bacterial contamination were statistically significant.